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Excellence in Masonry – 2009 Award Winners

Best of Show

Milwaukee Ale House

Grafton, Wis.

Excellence Award

Weston Place Retail Center

Weston, Wis.

Excellence Award

North & Prospect Retail Center

Milwaukee, Wis.

(Sponsored by the Wisconsin Concrete Masonry Association)



Concrete masonry affords design professionals 
with numerous, functional 
advantages and aesthetic 
attributes for award winning 
building applications that 
enhance communities. With 
their virtually maintenance-
free façade, economy, 
resistance to fire, wind and 

pests, and appealing color and texture options, concrete 
masonry units are being used for construction in everything 
from new developments to renovations in historic districts.

The Wisconsin Concrete Masonry Association awarded 
seven outstanding concrete masonry projects and 
recognized the architects and masons during their annual Excellence in Masonry 
Awards program. The WCMA ceremony was held in May in conjunction with the 
Wisconsin American Institute of Architects’ annual convention. County Materials was 
also honored for manufacturing the architectural concrete masonry units for six of 
the seven award-winning projects.

The quality and diversity of the following six award winners reflects the broad 
scope of applications and the many construction advantages afforded by concrete 
masonry units from County Materials.

Entries are now being accepted for the 2010 Excellence in Masonry Awards. 
Please contact your County Materials’ sales representative for more information or 
complete our online entry form.

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

Statewide honors awarded 
to concrete masonry projects

www.countymaterials.com
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Best of Show

Milwaukee Ale House

Grafton, Wis.
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PROJECT PROFILE:

Best of Show Award
Milwaukee Ale House
Grafton, Wisconsin
Architect/General contractor: MSI General Corp.

Mason contractor: Union Construction

Tapping into history and flowing with character
Single-wythe, load-bearing concrete brick & decorative CMU veneer on CMU back-up

Incorporating just the right blend of concrete masonry, historic elements, and intriguing design 

characteristics helped to earn the Milwaukee Ale House, and architect MSI General Corporation, 

this year’s Best of Show award in the WCMA’s Excellence in Masonry competition.

Ryan Thomas with MSI said the concept for the exterior was to create the look of two 

distinct building facades on one infill site, with one building serving as a restaurant, and 

the other for office tenants. Two colors of smooth-face Heritage Collection™ Designer 

concrete brick visually separates the north half of the building from the south and helps to 

distinguish their separate functions. 

Thomas also tried to create a strong connection from the interior to the exterior and 

incorporated the character and theme of the Milwaukee Ale House throughout the entire 

project. The use of concrete brick further reinforces the historic character of the buildings, as 

well as the industrial theme of the brewpub restaurant.

 “The owner of the restaurant wanted some character that would help with their product selling. 

We used wider window openings so it looked like an old historic warehouse,” said Thomas.

Using complimentary colors of Heritage Collection™ Designer Concrete Brick, the look of two different building 
facades helps to distinguish one side of the Milwaukee Ale House Restaurant from adjacent office spaces.

The use of Heritage Collection™ Designer 
Concrete Brick reinforces the historic 
character of the Milwaukee Ale House and the 
industrial theme of the brewpub restaurant’s 
interior environment.

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

www.countymaterials.com
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C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

Milwaukee Ale House (continued from previous page)

At multiple levels, patrons 
can experience the variety of 

materials incorporated into 
the Milwaukee Ale House, 

including the exposed brick 
elevator shaft featuring 

Heritage Collection™ Designer 
Concrete Brick

Views of the Milwaukee River 
can be enjoyed from inside the 

Milwaukee Ale House as well 
as from outdoor seating and 

drinking areas.
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The office side features smaller arched windows that distinguish the two buildings. 

In addition, Thomas said the two different masonry products, with both smooth 

and textured faces helped “bring in some of that richness to the whole project.” 

 As you enter the building, design elements tell the story.  A ceiling cloud detailed 

with four by twelve heavy timbers adds the warmth of a wood ceiling in the 

restaurant. Masonry was used on several walls and behind the bar. Thomas 

explained that heavy timbers were set into the masonry to cantilever out – a look 

his firm had seen in old historic bars and wanted to emulate. 

“We were able to expose the elevator shaft, so that when you come in, the staircase 

wraps around the elevator and thus creates a dramatic viewpoint. At multiple levels 

people can get a different feel for the materials that are in there,” he said.

 The floating staircase, wrapped around the exposed brick elevator, brings patrons 

upstairs for live music and a great view of the Milwaukee River. Downstairs, the 

circular bar gathers guests together around the trademarked “mug 

club”.  The design then draws your eyes across the room to views of 

the river as well as the outdoor seating and drinking areas.  

Thomas says the utilization of concrete masonry really pleased 

the owner.

 “Integrating masonry into the project was something the owner said 

they really wanted to do. They had used exposed masonry in other 

projects. When they knew we could design that way, they were all for 

it because it really played to what their patrons are accustomed to.” 

Judges also appreciated the construction details and commented 

that it is “the perfect integration of concrete masonry with other 

elements and the site location.”
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PROJECT PROFILE:

Excellence Award
Weston Place Retail Center
Weston, Wisconsin
Architect/General contractor: 
Central Wisconsin Engineers

Mason contractor: Firkus Masonry

Retail center capitalizes on high-end appearance
Single-wythe, load-bearing concrete brick & concrete brick veneer on CMU back-up

In an area that features several non-distinct retail business spaces, the Weston Place offers 

tenants a high-end look and unique building style that also projects a quality appearance.

More than 26,700 pieces of utility and modular size Heritage Collection™ concrete 

brick, in Brandywine Blend and Amber Rose Blend, cover the façade of the structure. 

The back of the building was finished with 12x8x16 CMUs in Brandywine Blend, 

while standard 8x8x16 CMU units serve as the back-up and perimeter bearing walls. 

Cast stone trim units of various sizes were added as accents.

The architects selected concrete masonry units for their cost efficiency, as well as 

their ready-availability to meet the construction schedule. In addition, units came 

in a variety of sizes and the same color blends to offer subtle color changes for an 

interesting façade that ensures low maintenance in a high traffic area.

Judge’s comments “This is a nice example of disciplined design, dimensionality and 

excellent composition.”

Heritage Collection™ Designer Concrete 
Brick affords cost efficiencies and a high-

end appearance for the Weston Place 
Retail Center.

Concrete brick, cast stone trim pieces and 
other design details contribute unique building 

character to the Weston Place Retail Center that 
helps to set it apart from other non-distinct 

retail spaces in the area.

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

www.countymaterials.com
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Concrete brick’s ready-availability ensured the Weston Place Retail Center was completed to meet the construction 
schedule, and it’s lasting durability means lower maintenance costs for the high traffic retail environment.
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PROJECT PROFILE:

Excellence Award
North & Prospect Retail Center
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Architect/General contractor: 
Briohn Design Group

Mason contractor: Marriott Construction

Concrete masonry affords commercial success
Concrete brick veneer on metal stud back-up

As one of two Excellence award winners, the North & Prospect Retail Center caught the 

attention of judges who commented, “The masonry is expressed in bold statements 

that result in an inspiring and non-traditional building.”

The original selection of concrete masonry units for the contemporary retail center was 

based on several construction advantages sited by the Briohn Design Group, including 

durability, design aesthetic and cost effectiveness.

The layout of the site dictated that the building be positioned adjacent 

to the sidewalk with no setback. This required a highly durable exterior 

finish.  The building would be exposed to high volumes of pedestrian 

traffic passing by, snow shoveling, as well as ice salting and sidewalk 

cleaning. The designer felt that a masonry block exterior surface would 

offer a more durable and long-lasting façade than other alternatives.  

Masonry block, including smooth-faced colored CMUs and Heritage 

Collection™ Designer Concrete Brick, were chosen for the design 

aesthetics they afforded the building.  The site is in close proximity to 

other masonry structures, so it was desirable to use a material that also 

complemented its surroundings.  With the busy environment that this 

building is in, the designer also wanted the exterior appearance to convey 

a solid presence on the street corner.

Cost effectiveness was another key factor in the decision to work with 

masonry.  Because of integral coloring in the masonry units, there was no 

need for the additional up-front and future maintenance costs associated 

with painting the building.  Additionally, steel costs were reduced by the use of masonry 

block as the structure, eliminating the need for many structural columns and beams.   

The resulting building is an excellent example of how concrete masonry units can 

be used to construct a durable, good looking and cost effective structure that the 

designers, builders, owners and tenants are ultimately very proud of.

Located adjacent to the sidewalk on a busy 
intersection, the North & Prospect Retail 

Center utilized highly durable concrete 
masonry materials for the exterior to 

withstand heavy foot traffic and seasonal 
sidewalk maintenance.

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

www.countymaterials.com

Integral coloring in Heritage Collection™ Designer Concrete Brick 
compliments surrounding masonry structures and eliminates the 

need for painting or related maintenance costs.

6



PROJECT PROFILE:

Finalist Honors:
Bone and Joint Clinic
Wausau, Wisconsin
Architect: Eckert-Wordell

General/Mason contractor: Miron Construction

Building quality, patient-centered facilities
Concrete brick veneer on metal stud back-up

The new Bone and Joint Clinic in Wausau, Wis., was constructed to help patients 

enjoy a healthy and active life.  The multi-specialty clinic provides sports medicine, 

including a musculoskeletal and surgery center, and orthopedic experts from many 

areas of training working together - all under one roof.

Because they treat a wide variety of disorders involving all areas of the 

musculoskeletal system - including, degenerative diseases like arthritis, injuries, 

fractures, sprains, tears, structural abnormalities, sciatica, and herniated or 

degenerative disc disease, the clinic wanted to provide easy accessibility for patients.  

The client requested a two-story building embedded into a steeply sloping site that 

would offer parking at both levels. Level 1 consists of the main clinic, imaging suite 

and outpatient physical therapy. Level 2 consists of the ambulatory surgery center, 

offices and administrative space.

 More than 23,000 pieces of utility size Heritage Collection™ concrete brick in a Smooth 

Cardinal Blend color make up the exterior of the clinic. Another 4,100 units of Bisque 

colored 4, 8 and 12- inch full face split concrete masonry units comprise the base. 

Chosen for their cost effectiveness and flexibility in unit sizes, the concrete brick 

and masonry units were mixed with additional cast stone pieces to create a banded 

façade that has exceeded the owner’s expectations.

Bands of integrally colored concrete masonry units and Heritage Collection™ Designer Concrete Brick, comprising 
the exterior of the Bone and Joint Clinic, were chosen for their flexibility in unit sizes and cost effectiveness.

Nestled into a steeply sloping site, the 
Bone and Joint Clinic provides easy 
accessibility for patients seeking treatment 
of musculoskeletal ailments.

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N
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PROJECT PROFILE:

Finalist Honors:
T-Lon Manufacturing
Hartland, Wisconsin
Architect/General Contractor: MSI Corp.

Mason contractor: J.H. Hassinger, Inc.

Think outside the box with CMUs
Warehouse: Single-wythe, load-bearing, concrete brick
Office: Concrete brick veneer on CMU backup 

For many large manufacturing facilities, the goal of incorporating classic building 

features with fresh design elements may seem challenging. But the custom-

designed T-Lon Manufacturing Company in Hartland, Wis. successfully offers 

an inviting appearance that differentiates it from typical box-shaped structures 

commonly used for industrial facilities. 

Known as a world-class source for PTFE and thermoplastic sealing systems, T-Lon 

Manufacturing outgrew its older headquarters and relocated just south of the 

former site in a 40,000 square foot state-of-the-art manufacturing facility. 

During the design phase, T-Lon owners targeted very specific goals for the exterior 

aesthetics of their new building. They sought an attractive manufacturing facility that 

would represent a timeless character and harmonize with new landscaping to create an 

overall positive first impression for clients, employees and professional associates.

Designers from MSI General Corporation utilized integrally colored Heritage 

Collection™ Designer concrete brick and 4-inch high integrally colored split face 

Unlike typical box-shaped industrial facilities, the 40,000 sq. ft. headquarters for T-Lon 
Manufacturing incorporates custom design features for an inviting appearance.

A unique curved wall encircles the entrance of 
the T-Lon Manufacturing facility, showcasing 
a striking exterior band of ceramic tile accents 
and precast concrete pilasters colonnades for 
added architectural interest.

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

www.countymaterials.com
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C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

T-Lon Manufacturing (continued from previous page)

T-Lon Manufacturing’s curved front office wall features a lower roofline than the manufacturing spaces, 
helping to delineate distinct office functions and minimize the overall building scale.
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concrete units for the majority of the façade. Additional exterior elements include 

clear anodized aluminum window frames with tinted gray glass that allow natural 

light to flood the interior office areas. A striking band of exterior ceramic tile 

accents enhances the curved wall and runs above the windows and entry door. 

Precast concrete pilaster colonnades add architectural interest.

Heritage Collection™ concrete brick affords the classic appearance of brick with 

the cost savings and construction advantages of concrete block. Additional details 

were achieved by utilizing Heritage Collection units in soldier coursing or brick 

corbelling. Horizontal accent bands of 4-inch pre-colored split faced CMUs visually 

draw the eye to the front entrance. The earth-colored palette of concrete brick and 

ceramic tile further ties the building to the natural setting. 

Designers incorporated specific elements into the office facade to give the space 

its own personality and prevent it from being overpowered by the size of the 

manufacturing plant. The curved front office wall, featuring a lower horizontal 

roofline than the manufacturing plant, helps delineate distinct office functions and 

minimize the overall building scale. Two exterior patios mimic the curved office 

shape with a low curving wing wall at each corner of the office. 

The use of concrete masonry construction allowed the owners to achieve their 

goals of building a modern manufacturing plant with lowered maintenance costs 

and a unique and impressive appearance.

9



PROJECT PROFILE:

Finalist Honors:
Weather Tight
West Allis, Wisconsin
Architect/General Contractor: 
Wahlgren Schwenn, Inc.

Mason contractor: Marriot Construction
Rugged looking chamfered concrete 

masonry units form the base of the Weather 
Tight Corp. facility and compliment 

the lighter colored split face CMUs that 
comprise the body of the building.

Concrete masonry units proved to be a good 
material selection for the unique site and design 
confi gurations posed by the new Weather Tight 

multi-purpose facility.

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N

www.countymaterials.com

I
S

S
U

E
 

2
4

 
•

 
S

E
P

T
E

M
B

E
R

 
2

0
0

9

Concrete masonry adapts to unique configurations
Single-wythe, load-bearing, decorative CMUs

Site configurations and programmatic needs of the company dictated the final 

design of the Weather Tight building.

The new facility for Weather Tight Corporation, a home renovation company 

serving southeast Wisconsin, houses a 5,000 square foot showroom, a 5,000 square 

foot warehouse, and office space for approximately 100 people.  In 

addition to offices, the multi-purpose administrative space consists 

of sales training rooms, conference rooms, marketing and creativity 

areas, a call center, and a construction management area with 

centrally located files and materials.

Designers from Wahlgren Schwenn, Inc. effectively linked the individual 

spaces using an organizational chart format. By adapting the relational 

structure of the company to the configuration of the site, designers 

utilized three sides of a city block, with each of the three corners being 

occupied by a different commercial building.

Concrete masonry units proved to be a good fit for the project. The 

versatility of CMUs helped to create an undulating enclosure of space 

that adapts to the company’s programmatic needs. Split faced pre-

colored concrete masonry units, in a variety of shapes, including chamfered units, 

were used to enclose the building.  Chamfered units were used for the base of the 

building, portraying a rusticated and visually stable foundation on which to set the 

body of the building.  Lighter colored split face units offer a subtle textural change 

from the rugged base.  The building texture is further accented with smooth exterior 

insulation finish system in various areas, as well as glass and aluminum framing.  In 

combination, the materials highlight the transition from the darker, rough textures at 

the base to the lighter more subtle surfaces at the top.

The building encloses about 25,000 total square feet, with the showroom fronts 

cited at the major arterial. The warehouse is accessed from the less-traveled side 

street, and is screened by the adjacent properties and landscaping.

10



A Trusted Resource for Construction & Landscape Products
County Materials’ manufacturing and sales locations proudly serve the Midwest with time-tested, 

quality concrete construction and landscape products, backed by excellent customer service. 

Concrete Block
•  Burnished & Glazed masonry

•   Architectural and Decorative 

masonry

•  Standard masonry

•  Tumbled masonry

•  Insulating units

•  Lightweight block

•  Acoustical block

•  Oversize block

•  Concrete Thin Veneers

Brick & Stone
•  Concrete Brick

•  Clay brick

•  Manufactured stone

•  Natural stone 

•  Address stones

•  Keystones

•  Thin-cut natural stone

Prestress
•   Hollowcore Roof and Floor 

systems

•  “I” bridge girders

•  Double ”T” bridge girders

•  Noise wall panels

Pipe & Precast
•   Round, Elliptical and Gasketed

   concrete pipe

•  Precast box culverts

•  Temporary highway barriers

•  Columns/beams

•  Manholes, catch basins

•  Septic tanks

•  Specialty products

Municipality Product Lines
•  Sign post bases

•  Parking curbs

•  Grass pavers

•  Bike stands

•  Benches

•  Trash receptacles

Water Management 
Materials
•   Galvanized-steel riveted 

culvert

•  Geotextile fabrics

•  Erosion control blankets

•  HDPE pipe and culverts

Highway Products
•  Guiderail components

•  Structural plate products

•  W-beam and Thrie beam

•  ET-2000 terminal ends

Ready-Mix & Materials
•  Front-discharge trucks

•   ICF’s (Insulated Concrete 

Forms)

•  Telebelt® material conveyor

•  Sand and gravel

•  Colored concrete

•  Aggregate

Landscaping
•   Permeable paving systems

•   Segmental retaining wall 

systems

•  Garden wall units

•  Clay and concrete pavers

•   Patio stones, stepping stones 

and edgers

•  Patio products and furnishings

•  Sand, gravel, and aggregates

•  Fieldstone

•  Landscape fabric, adhesives

•  Sealants and supplies

•   Bagged mulch, aggregates, 

sands and soils

C O U N T Y  M A T E R I A L S  C O R P O R A T I O N
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